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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C, § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 November 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) KI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) S The drawing(s) filed on 10 August 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)!3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) C3 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1) Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) ED Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 



4) IZ] Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: 
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Receipt of Applicant's Substitute Specification dated November 7, 2001 is 
acknowledged. The Substitute Specification has not been entered because it does not conform to 
37 CFR 1 .125(b) because it does not contain a statement that no new matter has been entered as 
required by 37 CFR. 1 .125(b). A new Substitute Specification including a statement that no 
new matter has been entered is required. 

Oath/Declaration 

The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is required. See 
MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

it incorrectly lists Lisa White as both the first and second inventor, while it appears that 
Lisa White is only a single inventor. In addition, the full name Lisa White-Burnett should be 
used throughout the declaration in order to be consistent. 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference characters "10", "12", and "14" have all been used to designate the cover. A proposed 
drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the ceiling fan paddle/blade, the 
decorative arm, the screws, the turning mechanism, the main motor parts of the inner workings 
of a ceiling fan, the surged outside surface of the cover, the thread that connects the elastic band 
to the inside surface, the bar tacking of the elastic ends, the bar tack seal, the triple double stitch, 
the bar tacking of the center strip, the triple double bar tack stitch, and the outside edge of the 
design sewn to the main body must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it editorializes and does not describe 
the main features of the invention, such as the elastic band that is sewn to the inside surface of 
the cover and has the ends bar tacked together, with the thin elastic strap that is bar tacked in the 
centermost portion of the cover. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b) for the 
requirements of a proper abstract. 

The disclosure is objected to because it is replete with clerical and grammatical errors, 
non-idiomatic language, and incomplete sentences too numerous to mention in all instances. The 
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following are several examples of defects. The specification should be carefully proofread for 
additional defects. Appropriate correction is required. 

A substitute specification in proper idiomatic English and in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.52(a) and (b) is required. The substitute specification filed must be accompanied by a 
statement that it contains no new matter. 

The Specification filed August 10, 2001 has no page numbers. 

Page 1, line 1 should contain the title of the invention. 

On page 1, line 7, "worlds" should be changed to — world's --. 

On page 1, line 7, "formations" should be changed to — formation --. 

The specification is objected to because it is replete with derogatory remarks about the 
prior art in general, which should be removed. MPEP 608.0 1( r ). 

Page 1, lines 17-19, lines 29-31, line 33; page 2, lines 25 and 31 are examples of 
derogatory language about the prior art in general. All derogatory remarks must be removed 
from the specification. 

The spacing of the lines of the specification is such as to make reading and entry of 
amendments difficult. New application papers with lines double spaced on good quality paper 
are required. 
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The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: 

The specification does not provide antecedent basis for the following claimed subject 

matter: 

the cover that extends beyond the and is joined by a metal or plastic decorative arm 
attached by screws to the turning mechanism outside the main motor parts of the inner 
workings of the ceiling fan 

the outside surface of the cover being surged 

the bar tack creating a governor and seal 

the limitations in claim 5, lines 2-6 

the limitations in claim 6, lines 2-4 

the fact that the application is directed to methods of making, as set forth in claims 2 and 
8-13 



the bar tack creating a pivotal point, a stop 
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the method of using no materials outside the fabric and woven materials field 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-13 are objected to because of they are replete with clerical and grammatical 
errors and non-idiomatic language too numerous to mention in all instances. The following are 
several examples of defects. The claims should be carefully proofread for additional defects. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

In claim 1, line 1, "Lightweight" should be changed to ~ lightweight --. 

In claim 1, line 1, " 'Percale Cotton" " should be changed to — percale cotton --. 

In claim 1, lines 2-4 are non-idiomatic. 

In claim l,line 7, "a" (both occurrences) should be changed to ~ an --. 
In claim 2, line 1, " "Lightweight Percale Cotton" " should be changed to -- lightweight 
percale cotton --. 

In claim 2, line 5 is incomplete. 

In claim 2, line 8, "1." should be deleted. 

Claims 5-6 are non-idiomatic. 

Claims 3 and 7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to 
cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or 
rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected as failing to define the invention in the manner required by 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. 

The claim(s) are narrative in form and replete with indefinite and functional or 
operational language. The structure which goes to make up the device must be clearly and 
positively specified. The structure must be organized and correlated in such a manner as to 
present a complete operative device. The claim(s) must be in one sentence form only. Note the 
format of the claims in the patent(s) cited. The following are several examples of defective 
claim language. In claim 1, lines 5-6, "the enter workings of a ceiling fan" is unclear as to what 
the "the enter workings" are. In claim 1, line 8, "the main body" is unclear as to what element this 
refers to. In claim 1, line 18, "a bar tack seal" appears to be the same element as the bar tacked 
ends of the elastic band. In claim 1, line 18, the recitation of the bar tack seal creating a 
governor is inaccurate; it is unclear how the bar tack seal can create a governor. In claim 2, line 
10, the recitation of the bar tack seal creating a governor is inaccurate; it is unclear how the bar 
tack seal can create a governor. Claim 8 is written as two sentences. It is unclear if claim 8 is a 
single claim or is meant to be two different claims. In claim 8, line 1, "the elastic strap" lacks 
antecedent basis. In claim 8, line 3, "said cover" lacks antecedent basis. In claim 9, line 1, the 
recitation of the bar tack seal creating a governor is inaccurate; it is unclear how the bar tack seal 
can create a governor. Claim 10 which recites that the bar tack creates a pivotal point is 
inaccurate; it is unclear how the bar tack creates a pivotal point. In claim 11, line 1, "the said 
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covers" and "each paddle/blade" lack antecedent basis. In claim 12, line 2, "the said cover" and 
"the paddle/blade" lack antecedent basis. Claim 13 is incomplete in that it does not state what the 
method pertains to. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 8 and 10, as far as they are definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Delander 2,871,590. Note the method of not cutting the elastic straps 38, 39 used 
in the centermost center, leaving them in one whole piece, and bar tacking the straps to the cover 
from side to side via ends 51 (column 2, lines 61-69). The bar tack creates a stop. 

Claims 9-10, as far as they are definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tranberg 4,622,908. Note the method of bar tacking the two elastic cut ends (near 
14, 14) of elastic element 10 at 23 for creating a seal. The bar tack creates a stop. 
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Claim 10, as far as it is definite, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Smith 5,427,291. The bar tack 19 creates a pivotal point and a stop at 17. 

Claim 10, as far as it is definite, is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hanyu 4,648,340 (figure 3). The bar tack UB, LB creates a pivotal point and a 
stop via the buttonhole. 

Claim 11, as far as it is definite, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by DeMeo 5,591,006. Note the method of using a cover 10 on each paddle/blade F on a ceiling 
fan to form a set for uniformity, a matching look, and a decorating idea. 

Claim 1 1, as far as it is definite, is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Anetrini 5,516,264. Note the method of using a cover 10 on each paddle/blade 16 
on a ceiling fan to form a set for uniformity, a matching look, and a decorating idea. 

Claim 12, as far as it is definite, is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rochon 2002/008401 1 (figures 2a-2b). Note the method of applying an elastic 
band 140 around the outside edge of the outside surface of cover 120, to create a spontaneous 
function, and attaching the cover to a paddle/blade 150. 



# 
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Claim 13, as far as it is definite, is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DeMeo 5,591,006. Note the method of using no objects outside the fabric and 
woven materials field, with covers 10 being spandex. 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Sedlak, Hardee, McAuley, Prucha, and McCready are cited to show ceiling fan blade 

covers. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1 and 2 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 4-6 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

An examination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with patent 
prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, lack of skill in this field 
usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum protection for the invention disclosed. 
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Applicant is advised to secure the services of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute 
the application, since the value of a patent is largely dependent upon skilled preparation and 
prosecution. The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

Applicant is advised of the availability of the publication "Attorneys and Agents 
Registered to Practice Before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office." This publication is for sale 
by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Verdier whose telephone number is (703)-308-2638. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward K. Look can be reached on (703) 308-1044. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9302 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0861. 



20402. 




Christopher Verdier 
Primary Examiner 
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C.V. 

March 30, 2003 



